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Distinguished Chairman of the Seimas,
The High Seimas,

My dear fellow countrymen,

Recently we marked in this honourable House the fifteenth anniversary of the Independent State of Lithuania, which is a full member of the Western community – a member of the European Union and of the North Atlantic Alliance. This anniversary closes a highly important chapter in our development, which the Lithuanian nation completed with great success. Success was our ally during those fifteen years because we were able to agree on the strategic goals of our foreign policy. Our accomplishments were numerous in the past and now the question arises as to the next steps to be taken. It seems, however, that having completed the first stage of our national development we stand baffled before the future, looking for new guidelines and experiencing the deficit of agreement on them.
How shall we shape our future? What are the challenges that require our immediate attention and major efforts? What are the key development tasks ahead of us? These are the questions which require an open discussion between the society and the politicians and which I want to enlarge on.

I believe that today our nation stands in the face of three enormous challenges. First, political alienation and lack of societal and political maturity. Second, obstacles to rapid economic development, lack of social justice and the deficit of solidarity. And third, the danger of the disappearance of the nation, which is accompanied by unmanageable demographic problems and emigration.
In my view, our worst problem is political alienation of the Lithuanian people. The Constitution of Lithuania defines the Lithuanian nation as a political community of equal citizens. Has such a community emerged in the past fifteen years? Are citizens of Lithuania responsible masters of their state? Building of civil society in Lithuania goes slowly and is very difficult. Many people are disenchanted with the public sphere and have lost faith in politics. It seems that we have a good reason to speak today about the growing crisis of political trust. The most evident symptom of this crisis is repeated statements of our politicians that they do not intend to get engaged in politics.  Today our public sphere shows the lack of common values and common ideas. Fundamental democratic values are not treasured as they should. In the eyes of a number of people there is no link between democracy and the quality of life. Consumption and denial of civil values determined by it is getting increasingly established in the minds of both the people and the politicians as a key principle of life. We still lack understanding that all – the ruling majority, the opposition and different groups of our society – make one team, which is responsible for the development and implementation of the joint project LITHUANIA.
Economic and social development, which at present lacks sustainability and cohesion, as well as technological and cultural backwardness and individual failing regions is another very serious challenge of the present life in Lithuania. The lack of social justice and the deficit of solidarity may rapidly transform into hotbeds of social tension and the islands of poverty and despair, rage and indifference.
Resignation to fatalism and failure to take firm political decisions may bring us close to oligarchy, may  give rise to a country with an influential group of oligarchs and a large and easy to manipulate mass of poverty stricken people.

The above two challenges are directly linked with the third problem: the danger of disappearance of of the Lithuanian nation. Unsustainable development, social and economic backwardness of some regions and disenchantment with the public sphere as well as the growing disbelief in the success of life in Lithuania and in meaningful participation in building the state have a direct negative impact on the demographic situation and the process of emigration. A couple of visits to the province of Lithuania reveal the painful truth that the country is struck with the crisis of depopulation of towns. Numerous are the people who are no longer certain about their future in their Homeland and do not link their life or the life of their children with Lithuania. Talented young people choose emigration, thus contributing to a dearth of workmen and brain drain. This process of emigration coupled with the current demographic trends discloses that the Lithuania society is ageing rapidly. Demographic forecasts send a clear warning signal that in a few decades the population of Lithuania will fell to less than three million.
These three challenges, I believe, determine three strategic goals for Lithuania:

· to create a working civil democracy and a political nation;
· to overcome social, economic and technological backwardness of the state and its regions, and to lay down the foundation for greater social justice, and
· to restore self-confidence of the people and their trust in the nation and in the state as well as to secure a viable future for the nation.

In order to build a firm foundation for civil society and a working political nation it is necessary to change in principle the relations between the people and the state on the one hand and the citizens and the authorities on the other.

Civil society and political unity of the people is not possible in the absence of a classical understanding of politics and understanding that politics means a fair and responsible governance of common affairs, in which all citizens having self-respect must get actively engaged. Only can broadly-endorsed political decisions counteract fatalism and ensure targeted building of the future. Today we should restore to our politics values, ideas and principles which would unite us into communities of the like-minded people and into a single Lithuanian nation. This is the only way to overcome the crisis of trust and political alienation of the people.
To restore public confidence in the state, the civil service and the government institutions should be the first to change. In both areas there is an urgent need for transparency, publicity and openness of action. We can only regret today that during fifteen years we failed to make our civil servants faith defenders of the interests of the people and the state. Why do the law enforcement officers of Lithuania, which is a member of the European Union and of NATO, turn for education to non-official universities of Eastern states? Why do our law enforcement officers suddenly qualify as “humorous” and “ironic” the anti-Semitic assaults which cause indignation of our society and international community? These and other facts speak of serious loyalty problems and make us doubt the ability of our institutions to defend the norms of civilized life and national interests.
Corruption has made our civil service vulnerable. Still large shadow economy and contraband explicitly show the weaknesses of our state governance. Yet, to the surprise of the people, these issues are left outside the agenda of the Government and the Seimas.
Until now, the fight against corruption has failed to produce tangible results. The people are disenchanted with efforts of the authorities in this area. The latest public surveys show that even 81 per cent of the people in Lithuania believe that the majority or nearly all civil servants are corrupt. It is a serious sign that the fight against corruption should be taken most seriously on all fronts. Implementation of effective counter-corruption measures would not only help us restore, at least partly, public confidence in our state but also would essentially change for the better the economic conditions and the atmosphere in the society and give new strength to address modern challenges.

Corruption is not only a challenge to the law enforcement bodies, but also a serious threat to national security. Therefore, all parliamentary parties should reach agreement on this issue. In Lithuania we have around ten anti-corruption laws. Now our duty is to ensure their practical enforcement.
The fight against corruption should be reinforced by reviewing the regulatory framework and the functions supervisory bodies. The European Union is already taking action along these lines in order to reduce the administrative burden that weighs heavily on businesses and consumers. The government institutions should develop more vigorously the dialogue with the people in this area and should  simplify administrative rules and make them more transparent

During the years of independence thousands of Lithuanians received education in the West and became skilled specialists. Why don’t we see them today in our civil service? Should it not be a concern of our Government and the parliamentary parties to attract these Lithuanians educated in the West and thus reinforce our government institutions and self-government bodies?
Last but not least, clear moral responsibility before the people would also help to restore public confidence in politicians and civil servants. Therefore, I welcome the efforts of the Seimas to adopt the Codes of Ethics for politicians and civil servants. Public debate on the draft Codes of Ethics should be launched without further delay. Their provisions should be harmonized with European standards. However, these Codes will be effective only if they do not remain on paper and provide for clear responsibility for the violation of the norms enshrined in them.
Working civil democracy is not feasible without genuine self-government. Effective self-government constitutes a reliable foundation of democracy. However, the more we speak in Lithuania about the strengthening of self-government, less power our self-government bodies have in reality. The question is why? Therefore, I call on you, distinguished members of the Seimas, to deliver on your promises to voters and expand self-governance.
It is getting increasingly clear that the current model of administration at the level of the counties impedes the development of democracy and the strengthening of self-government. The time has come to carry out an essential restructuring of the regional administration system in order to ensure greater participatory democracy. I believe that regional councils should be comprised of only those members which are elected and delegated by the municipal councils. Having the mandate of the municipal councils such regional councils would co-ordinate at the regional level implementation of development projects and public services supply. It is also expedient to transfer land management function from the county administration to the municipalities, charging them with the right to manage state-owned land, which is necessary for territorial development. This will help to reduce bureaucracy and corruption, and contribute to practical expansion of self-government as well as help the regions attract more investment.
It is also necessary to bring the decision making process down to the grassroots in order to help the people realize their powers and rights. People should be given every opportunity to get involved in the management of common affairs. I wish that the notorious case of Kazokiškės, where decisions were imposed against the will of the local community, never repeat again. I also urge the Seimas to muster political will and approve already this year direct elections of the mayors. Direct elections of the heads of the city wards is an equally important issue.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Lithuania will fail to overcome political alienation without a reliable protection of human rights and freedoms. The Constitution for Europe, which Lithuania has already ratified, accords special attention to the protection of human rights. Civil rights and freedoms and equality of all before the law should be the key priority task for our state. The people of Lithuania should be granted every possibility to take advantage of all guarantees of the European justice. In this context, the courts have an exceptional role play. Judicial independence is a fundamental principle of the rule of law. On the other hand, a threat to democracy arises when independence of the courts transforms into self-isolation. No doubt, no one has the right to interfere into the work of the judiciary, but the people have the right to know on the basis of which legal arguments a court has taken one or another decision.
It is the duty of the judiciary to explain to the public court decisions because publicity is the best way for strengthening the authority of the judiciary. When decisions of judges cause surprise among the people or baffle them, public confidence in courts and most importantly in the state goes down. Therefore, the work of the courts should be improved: it is necessary to strengthen their responsibility before the people and to improve legal acts regulating the work of the judiciary.
Dear members of the Seimas,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The second strategic goal of Lithuania is to ensure rapid sustainable development and social justice. Achieving this objective requires investment into human resources.

The Lisbon Strategy of the European Union states: “People are Europe's main asset and should be the focal point of the Union's policies.“ Today people should be also a focal point of Lithuania‘s policies.
Education, research and development, and quality education accessible to all is a powerful engine for social and economic progress. It is also an essential prerequisite for social justice. The state should assist people, but its assistance should not be narrowed to paying out social benefits or taking one-off measures. The state will fulfil its function of assisting the people and building for them a secure future only if it creates conditions necessary for lifelong learning and continuous improvement of skills, thus helping the people to get strong and be masters of their own life.
Lithuania has managed to launch the education reform. Much has been accomplished. However, the restructuring of the education system should go hand-in-hand with the reform of the content of education.

It is most important that our schools and universities were able to pass on to young people  democratic values and ideals as well as the cultural and political heritage of our nation, which are necessary to make the project of modern Lithuania a success.
We should radically reform our education and research and development if we want them to contribute to a rapid social and economic development of the country and help us close the gap that now exists between us and the old member states of the European Union. What we need today is a well-considered reform of education and research and development.
Lithuania ranks high among other European nations according to the number of university students, but it is well below the European average according to expenditure per student. Therefore, poor quality of studies is unavoidable and the concern of the Lithuanian business that our national education system produces specialists of unsatisfactory qualifications is justified.
Today we should also consider how to prevent brain drain from Lithuania and retain in the country those skilled and experienced specialists who fail to find their place in their area of their competence and leave the country. I believe that here we should draw on experience of other countries and change the principles of financing education and research and development if we want to make Lithuania attractive to its best brains. To this end we need to ensure a possibility for Lithuanian specialist educated and working abroad to take part in open tenders based on objective criteria. We also need a financing system which would promote healthy and fair competition and help us retain in Lithuania the best scientists.
Priority attention should be given today to Lithuanian studies which can give us a deeper insight into the past and the present development of our state, our culture and our society. We should understand that without Lithuanian studies and quality humanitarian sciences we will not be able to preserve our national identity in the modern world and ensure the viability of a strong and independent Lithuanian nation.

We should close the gap that now exists between scientists and the public at large. Scientists should be encouraged to disseminate their knowledge. Our state suffers huge damage, moral damage including, when the knowledge of scientific achievements is shared within a narrow circles of academic community.
One of the most urgent tasks of modern education is to establish an effective network of self-education for adults and offer lifelong learning opportunities tailored to the needs of the people. Certainly, building an effective lifelong learning system requires sizeable investment, which should be found not only in the state coffers but could also be channelled from the European Union  Structural Funds. An effective system of adult education is absolutely necessary for building a modern strong Western society in Lithuania.
Surveys of public opinion show low level of entrepreneurial skills, knowledge of law and foreign languages and digital literacy in Lithuania. How can we talk about all-inclusive integration of our society into the Western world if only ten per cent of Lithuanians claim being able to communicate in English? This situation sends a clear message: the concept of education must be expanded and lifelong learning must become a real opportunity.

Our understanding of the significance of long-term commitment of the state to culture is still rather low. Today we must modernise our libraries and cultural centres, and reduce cultural exclusion. One can only regret that the list of priority beneficiaries in the field of culture is still an outstanding issue. I believe that cultural policy should focus on promotion of creativity rather than aim at financially sustaining its structures. In any case one thing is clear: we need in-depth discussions about effective cultural policy.
Lithuania must reform the system of public assistance to culture and develop clear-cut principles of state aid in this area. Broader mandate should be given in the fields of culture and science to independent working expert councils which should be built in a transparent way and accountable for their activities. Independence of experts can be guaranteed if they are not tied up with any interest groups. Otherwise their independence turns into accommodation of interests.
Activities of the research and cultural foundations should be also reviewed to ensure that apart from a simple function of redistribution of financial resources they could take on the task of funds generation and own-capital formation. The councils of experts which issue recommendations to such foundations should be made responsible for the evaluation of situation in the fields of culture and research and development. These councils should also support innovative projects meeting the needs of society, and monitor their implementation.

More attention should be paid today to informal education of young people. It is most important to ensure accessibility to educational services to all, not only the children from well-off families. We should not neglect groups of young people at risk. More effective ways should be found for involving them into a societal life as well as cultural activities and sports. Stark social contrasts and social injustice to which some young people are exposed in their childhood years makes a very painful and unacceptable experience.
Therefore municipalities should be assisted in implementing the programmes of informal education and sports. People of all age groups should be given opportunities to get engaged in the activities of various clubs and practise sports. I am aware of the shortage of funds for modernisation of existing sports facilities but the best use should be made of available opportunities and the doors of sports clubs and athletic fields should be open to all users.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Well being of society largely depends on business initiatives, business conditions and on transparent and predictable economic policy.

With accession to the European Union new possibilities for growth have opened up to Lithuania. At the same time our membership of the European Union is a demanding challenge to our society, the government institutions and political bodies. It is also a test of transparency and moral strength of our politicians.

In this context the most important issue is our ability to employ the advantages of the European single market for achieving greater competitiveness of national economy. Today we need the  guidelines which would unite our society. I believe that one of them is the goal of Lithuania to achieve in the next decade sufficient economic progress to be no longer qualified as underdeveloped and lagging behind EU member state to be strongly supported from the Structural Funds. During the other five years, i.e. in fifteen years from now, we would be able to work towards further closing the gap in social and economic development and reaching the European Union average economic development level.
I am well aware that this is a highly ambitious objective, which, however, can be achieved as healthy ambition is a good ally for those who are committed to hard work in order to achieve their goals.
This goal can be achieved by creating tax and business regulatory climate conducive to economic development, by further improving investment conditions, including foreign capital, and by ensuring an effective and co-ordinated delivery of all governmental institutions. The task of reaching in fifteen years the EU average economic development level is indeed the goal which could unite our society and all political parties. Certainly, attaining this goal will require hard work and joint efforts of all, and in particular the government institutions which are responsible for regulation of business and working conditions.
But our immediate task is to define properly our national interests and defend them consistently not only at the European Council, but also in daily political work in Brussels. The latter area is of particular importance because the majority of various obstacles to business, which destroy innovative efforts of active people and their desire to create added value for all, emerge at the lower tiers of governance. We should not be afraid to criticise in Brussels measures which can impede the development of our economy. We should have sufficient will to resist proposals which cannot  bring benefits to Lithuania’s economy and the people.
We should also consider proposals of some EU member states and the European Commission concerning harmonisation of taxes and some other measures. However, we should make it clear that such harmonisation will entail additional financial burden for our undertakings and consumers. Lithuania and the whole of the European Union should pay greater attention to internal structural reforms. Conditions of the single market require further improvement; targeted and effective allocation and utilisation of the budgetary resources should be ensured. Further enlargement of the European Union and promotion of more open and closer economic relations with other regions of the world should also be given due attention.
I believe we have every right to take pride in our monetary policy and the currency board arrangement. We have succeeded in stabilising the prices and establishing conditions for a stable and strong national currency litas. Therefore, today we are among the front runners to join the EU Monetary Union. 
Ladies and gentlemen,

We are all fully aware that the introduction of the euro is simply a means for building greater well being for the people of Lithuania. Thus, using the introduction of the single currency to justify projects that would reduce competitiveness and slow down the growth of national economy is totally unacceptable.

I am referring to taxes and public spending. We are often reminded that Lithuania ranks among the members of the European Union with the least share of GDP redistribution.  However, I would also welcome a discussion on the efficiency of using these funds. We should carefully consider whether Lithuania will be competitive in Europe without a substantial cut on the income tax, when we are still introducing new taxes.

We should consider not only the fears that a cut on the income tax would reduce budget revenues but also the positive effects of such a decision on the competitiveness of our economy. Economic growth would result in an increase of personal income, at the same time reducing incentives to avoid paying taxes or leave the country. This would allow the state to boost budget revenues and better target social problems. Having the same goal in mind, we should also critically assess some of the tax privileges.

I would like to invite the Seimas and the Government to improve the budget drafting methodology and carefully analyse the expedience of spending. The debate on the national budget should be given more publicity not only in the Seimas but also in the society. Not only the funds of the European Union but also the national budget should be used transparently, and the public should be kept informed about spending because drafting and implementing the budget is a means for implementation of democratic policies, and both the Seimas and the society should use this means in a responsible manner.

Today I propose to pool the funds in the areas subjected to structural reforms, which pave the way for private initiatives and competitiveness. We should reduce long-term commitments of the state and aim at balancing the budget. We should wisely use the present rapid economic growth to this end.

We should also provide conditions for competitiveness in the energy sector. It is imperative that we avoid introducing new restrictions on our companies and consumers while applying the rules of the European Union. On the other hand, we must open the Lithuanian energy market to new suppliers. Only having connected Lithuania to Europe via a modern infrastructure network will we be able to ensure at least a minimum diversity of energy supply. Only when our energy system is integrated with Western European and Scandinavian systems will our consumers have a possibility to choose, and preconditions for a fall in prices will be created. Regrettably, the crucial project of a power bridge via Poland has remained at a dead-point. Failing to use such an historic opportunity would be an inexcusable mistake. We should decisively change the situation and not only apply for support to the European Union institutions but also invest ourselves into regional infrastructure projects.

Currently, a heated debate is underway in the European Union on the new seven-year financial perspective. I have been closely following the process. Negotiations with the other members of the European Union will be fully-fledged only if we relate them to the strategic goals of Lithuania. However, first we need a clear vision of our priorities and an understanding which of the problems should be targeted with the help of the European Union. 

It is in the coming seven years that Lithuania can receive its largest share of support from the European Union budget. We should make an effective use of such an opportunity. Having learnt from our mistakes, we should distribute the funds in a more just and effective manner. Thus, I call on you once again to renew public discussions on the national priorities and unfinished reforms which completion requires the support of the European Union. I would like this debate to be joined not only by government institutions but also experts, business associations, NGOs, researchers and all citizens who are not indifferent to these issues and have constructive proposals.

This will have a decisive impact on our future. This support would allow us targeting the infrastructure – roads, schools, hospitals and libraries – in socially and economically handicapped areas and thus significantly reduce disparities in the development of our country.

We must agree on the share of the European Union support that should be given to the municipalities which suffer from the highest unemployment rates, gravest social problems and lowest personal income. 


* * *



Next, we need a rational social policy that would contribute to ensuring sustainable development of our country and greater social justice. Social policy cannot be based only on benefits. Regrettably, our social policy has so far been focusing too much on the payment of allowances and has given too little attention to helping people change and build capacity to solve problems independently. At times it appears as though politicians are better off having the people depend on the state for support and then luring them at election time with the promise of raising this support. 

Democratic countries are marked by the presence of a clear procedure for the indexation of social allowances, which provides for a rise in social payments depending on the economic situation. The wishes of politicians have no impact on it. It is high time we introduced such a system. Of course, if we do aspire to achieve a just social policy.

A wider range of social services, care for the disabled and the elderly, child care and training for families within risk groups, would be much more efficient, compared to the payment of allowances, in reducing social exclusion. Introducing specific measures that would help people to reconcile their family duties with work is highly important. This way we would promote pro-active and responsible families.

Municipalities and local communities could further step up their joint social work. It is gratifying that we already have examples of successful activities by non-governmental organisations: day centres for the disabled and for children and independent life skill centres. However, these initiatives are still being implemented with too much difficulty.

The system for the protection of the rights of child requires substantial reform. Many children are still growing up in state foster homes, where they fail to learn living independently and feeling an integral part of the community. Too little attention is given to working with families at risk; too often assistance is offered only after the child has already been harmed.

It is an established truth that maturity of society is judged by its attitude to the disabled. These people are not often seen on our streets, in libraries or concert halls.

Lithuania is obviously not making sufficient effort to adapt the environment to the needs of the disabled. This results in a loss for both the disabled, who thus cannot act as fully-fledged citizens of their country, and for the entire society which fails to learn the lesson of tolerance and benevolence.


Ladies and gentlemen,
 

We also need radical reforms in health care, although this area has been under reform for quite a number of years already. The present situation in health care can only be described as absurd. It is imperative that we immediately reform the reform itself, which has up till now been based on administrative methods only. The transformation, which should have improved the functioning of health care institutions, resulted in markedly poorer quality of health care and worsening of access to medical services.

Let us be honest: health care is costly and the state has a limited capacity to finance all of the services. Therefore, we will have to resort to competitiveness and private initiative in this area as well. And when we work for a just social policy, we should be very strict in establishing clear criteria for the distribution of the limited health care funds and exercise strict control over this process.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Only by closing the gaps in the development of our country and its regions and by building a strong civil society will we be able to achieve the third strategic goal – ensuring a viable future for our nation. Today we as a nation have to regain self-respect and trust in our state and society. We have to believe that here, in our homeland, we can build dignified and meaningful life for ourselves and our children. We will be strong in today’s world if we act as responsible masters of our state and do not leave our country in the hands of different interest groups.

Distinguished members of the Seimas,

Ladies and gentlemen,

In modern age foreign policy and domestic policy make one total whole and diplomatic measures should assist the state in reaching its strategic goals at an international level.

Last year our political parties demonstrated their political maturity and responsibility by signing the agreement on the fundamental principles and goals of Lithuania’s foreign policy. Today I urge you to work towards implementation of these goals. We should make Lithuania a fully working member of the European Union and NATO, and a centre of pro-active policies and regional co-operation.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Today Lithuania and the other states of the region have the duty to strengthen the Union’s relations with its new neighbours in the East and to contribute to building an open area of economic co-operation and political confidence. In this respect, Lithuania is well placed geographically to perform such a role.

We should take steps to make Lithuania a centre of regional co-operation. Today we have this historical opportunity. Pro-active foreign policy is our key to ensuring security and well being of our state and its people. However, our foreign policy will not bring desired results if Lithuania remains on the periphery of Europe, if the quality of life in the neighbouring states is below that in our country and our citizens do not live and act as Europeans. 
Therefore, Lithuania should resolutely promote Western democratic values and further expansion of the boundaries of security, and support the countries which have chosen the road of European integration. We are interested in further enlargement of the European Union and NATO. I do not doubt that a firm position of Lithuania meets the expectations of our numerous partners in Ukraine, Moldova and the countries of the Southern Caucasus. 
I believe that a pragmatic dialogue which the European Union develops with Russia can and must be successful. Yet another point in this relation is encouraging social and economic progress of our neighbour – the Kaliningrad region. Lithuania is committed to be an active player in this dialogue. By helping the Kaliningrad region we will smooth the way for Russia to get involved in the European process of co-operation.

Also, we should pay greater attention to our relations with other immediate neighbours. It is really a paradox that Lithuania, which successfully joined the European Union and NATO, has failed to solve in fifteen years certain outstanding issues in its bilateral relations.

I believe that the current state of relations between Lithuania and Latvia do not meet the expectations of the only Baltic nations – Lithuanians and Latvians. Our states must develop much closer partnership and possibilities do exist in this area.
Events in Poland have demonstrated that the strategic partnership which now Lithuania enjoys with Poland has a sustainable future. We should make the best use of our experience in this area for the benefit of the entire region. Our accomplishments in developing relations with Poland and recent experience of strengthening our relations with Ukraine can lead to developing new formats of co-operation between states which, I believe, could serve Lithuania and the European Union.

We have to devote more attention to our neighbouring Belarus nation and, when required, give it our support. We are interested that a firm and just policy pursued at present by the democratic states vis-à-vis the regime in this country would not have a negative impact on ordinary people of Belarus. I would encourage pro-active open diplomacy measures in this neighbouring state as well as promotion of civil society there.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Today we face yet another task and duty: we have to pursue a coherent policy of assistance to those Lithuanians who live and work outside Lithuania. Every effort should be taken to help Lithuanians across the world retain their national identity and foster spiritual bonds with their homeland. We should finance from public budget educational, cultural and information projects designed to help Lithuanian communities abroad preserve their national identity and culture, and pass on these values to young Lithuanians.

It is not sufficient to declare our intentions and launch a couple of projects. Today the State of Lithuania should pursue a well-considered emigration policy. We need a clear long-term national strategy targeting the issues of emigration. We need measures that would help to slow down at least the process of emigration and control it. Also, we need measures which would help us return skilled Lithuanian specialist working in other countries and involve them in the implementation of projects that Lithuania needs.
Globalisation and greater dynamism of life not only encourage mobility and emergence of new Lithuanian communities outside our country, but also open up new opportunities for Lithuanian business. The ability of Lithuanian business to enter and compete in the international markets is a sign of  strong economy. By active and consistent support and through diplomatic measures we can and should assist Lithuanian entrepreneurs in foreign countries and promote foreign investment in Lithuania. Such steps would no doubt generate benefits for our business, and help to achieve greater prosperity and strengthen our economy.
Ladies and gentlemen,

Before I conclude today, let me return to the start – to the long-term goals of our state. May I recall the words of Lithuania’s President Kazys Grinius, who said that it is never too early but it may be too late to talk about democracy and to fight for democracy.

Modern democracy cannot be a viable if it is not based on a solid foundation of values and moral principles. A responsible policy resting on values and ideas should unite us into a strong community – Lithuanian nation. It should help us overcome modern challenges and attain our strategic goals, which are working civil democracy, sustainable progress and social justice. Finally, it should help us become a strong and viable nation in contemporary world full of threats.
I hope that all of us are allies in our desire to build a prospering Lithuania. I hope that we will continue to work together. I hope that we will involve in this work all the people of Lithuania, regardless of their beliefs. I hope that we will build such a state, which is a union of free and responsible citizens.

Building a state is a long process marked by accomplishments and failures. There is no end to this process and as we progress we should not belittle our achievements and should learn from our mistakes. We should remain faithful to ourselves, to our time and our nation. We should be honest before Lithuania.

